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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR, BU, IT 

SUBJECT: ZHIVKOV TO VISIT ITALY 

MFA CHIEF OF PROTOCOL TOLD CHARGE THAT BULGARIAN PRESIDENT 
AND PARTY FIRST SECRETARY ZHIVKOV WILL VISIT ROME LATTER 
PART OF JUNE. UNDERSTAND THIS IS RETURN VISIT WHICH HAS 
BEEN REPEATEDLY PUT OFF AND FROM WHICH ITALIANS DO NOT 
EXPECT MUCH OF IMPORTANCE. IS IMPORTANT FOR BULGARIANS 
BECAUSE IT ENHANCES PRESTIGE OF ZHIVKOV WHO IS ANXIOUS 
TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION BEYOND COMMUNIST WORLD. 
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